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CHAPTER ONE 
ATTACK oF run 
HISSING MEN 


\ niss soups In THE , 
NIGHT --- A SINISTER Hiss 
- THAT Ror eras ee iN, 
HUMAN VEINS, FoR ITJ 
Drew MARY AND BILLY BATSON SAY THE NAME 5, 

THE ANCIENT SORCERER, SHAZAM, AND WHEN Fey hoe Bou 
FREDDY FREEMAN SAYS THE NAME OF HIS HERO, ; FROM ? AND WHERE DO THEY 
CAPTAIN MARVEL, THE THREE YOUNGSTERS ARE ee eee 
INSTANTLY CHANGED INTO THE WORLD'S MIGHTIEST E - 3 fy ke eR Cae an 
FAMILY -~THE MARVEL FAMILY Eyer LET THEM GET) DOOM? 

5, OUT! THEY O. ENDANGER THE EVEN THE MIGHTY MARVEL 
FAMILY. WHOSE HEARTS ARE 
Like THE STOUT OAK, CAN 
SCARCELY KEEP FROM SHI 
DERING IN FEAR AS sHEY UN 
RAVEL THIS AMAZING MYSTERY 
Gf THE TERROR OUT OF TIMES 
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WHERE'S 
BILLY, 1S ITTRUE 4 DEXTER 7 
YOUR NEW FRIEND, 


DEXTER KNOX, IS 
A Boy’ 


=|PRIVATE LABORATORY. 


NOCIENTIST tM CHARGE — DEXTER KNOX 


WI 





e| 


cin 


A . 
i TU SAY/ HE'S 


ry ALWAYS WORKING ON 
SOME SCIENTIFIC EXPERI- 
MENT/ HERE'S HIS 
HOMEMADE LABS 


LOOK, BILLY / MY 
ELECTRICAL METAL 
LOCATOR SHOWS 


OF METAL LIES HERE 
tn 


THAT'S DEXTER f 
I KNOW HIS 
VOICE / 


AS THEY DEEPEN THE HOLE, 
A STRANGE SURPRISE GREETS 
THE FOUR YOUNGSTERS / 


HOLY MOLEY/ ITS 
SOME SORT OF 
BIG METAL 
CYLINDER / 


i ME AND my, See 
BG MOUTH f 
THIS 1S HARD 

work / 


I CAN'T, 
IMAGINE / LETS 
LOOK AROUND THE 
m» NEIGHBORHOOD 
SOME MORE / 


BOSH ! MAYBE ITS 
/ GOLD OR URANIUM / 


GOSH / YoU 
THINK ITS 
SOMETHING 
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f THIS IS AMAZING! 
You FOUND IT, THE TUBE GETS LARGER 
DEXTER / YOU HAVE AS I FOLLOW IT DOWN, adja 
THE HONOR OF AND THERE DOESN'T |W 
EXAMINING IT / SEEM TO BE ANY RELICS! Jy 
“JUST SMOOTH WALLS AM 
AND STEPS LEADING 
bow! 


ei 
PROBABLY FILLE 
ITH RELICS! 
YOU KNOW, THIS MAY “S\/ 
NOT BE A TIME CAPSULE RY MAYBE IT'S 
AFTER ALL! ITS TOO A BOOMS 
DARK TO SEE MUCH, BUT fF, OVER, 
IT SEEMS TO LEAD ON 
DOWN LIKE A SHAFT 


SHELTER! 


ITS EVIDENTLY OS . 
“ i» THE WORK OF SOME 
¥ ADVANCED SCIENTIFIC 
ENGINEERS / 
7 PERHAPS 


* yor 
HOC bey / \iawees 








SE KEY WORDS ARE SPOKEN, 


WHEN THO: : 
NING CRASHES DOWN FROM 


MAGIC LIGHT! 
THE SKY AND THE YOUNGSTERS ARE 
\j CHANGED INTO THEIR OTHER FORMS OF. | 


CAPTAIN MARVEL, MARY MARVEL, AND LET'S PUT A STOP 70 
GAPIAIN MARVEL JE, KNOWN TOGETHER TG, REET age | 
Se THE MIGHTY MARVEL FAMILY! CHARGE 


HOLY MOLEY/ THEY/RE 
SHOOTING FIERY BAUS 
OF LAVA AT USS 


OH, WHAT BIG. q 
TEETH YOU HAVE—- 
HAT 












IVE SEEN SOME WEIRD + 
CREATURES --» BUT THESE 
FELLOWS ARE THE 


guY INSIDE THEIMVSTERIUS SHAFT, 
THE MARVELS MEET A STUNNING MYSTERY! 


THERE'S NO PLACE 
THEY COULD HIDE / 
THEY'VE VANISHED 


MAGIC LIGHTNING CHANGES 
THE MARVELS BACK INTO 
THE THREE YOUNGSTER 
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UNABLE TO FACE THE PILEDRIVING F/SIS OF THE | 
WORLD'S MIGRTIRST FAMILY, THE UGLY REPTILIAN } 
CREATURES SCUTTLE BACK INTO THie METAL TUBE! 4 


THEYRE GETTING 
AWAY! QUICK, AFTER 
THEM S 5 






STRANGEST Yer f 









OF weit, vers pur 
} THE CAP BACK ON 


WHOEVER OR WHATEVER 
THOSE CREATURES WERE, 
3 THEYRE GONE NOW! ¥ 
S 3 


=i ae 









TLL STAY ON t 
GUARD HERE » 

AND PONDER, OKAY, DEXTER’ & 
THIS foe SEE YOU iN THE 
FANTASTIC 
RIDDLES 


“SRA, WHERE DID Ji 
YOU SUPPOSE THEY 
THOSE FRIGHTFUL gt COME FROM? 
CREATURES te 4 





















7 GOSH, =e 
ITS GETTING }; 
DARK f 





PERHAPS THE TUBE WAS: 
BUILT BY. MUMBLE,.. 
Z2ZZ. 


WE ARE THE HISSMEN / WE COME 
4 FROM A PERIOD IN TIME ONE 
‘MILLION YEARS IN YOUR PAST! 
WE BUILT THISS TIME TUBE WHICH 
BRIDGES TRE GAP BETWEEN OUR 
AGE AND YOuRSS! IF YOU HADN'T 
UNCOVERED IT, WE WOULD HAVE 
REACHED THE SSURFACE 
INA SSHORT TIME 


WAY ¢ 


f 
nisess f 


SOON, DEXTER 1S HORRIFIED To SEE 
HELPLESS VICTIMS ABDUCTED AND 

DRAGGED BACK 70 BE PUT THROUGH 
THE TIME DOOR INTO AN UNKNOWN ERA! 


THIS 15 FRIGHTFUL f 

OW, IE ONLY THE 

MARVEL FAMILY 
WERE HERE / 


UH =--EH? WHATS 
THIS? WHO &RE 
YOU CREATURES 7 


NOW SSSCATTER, HISSMEN / GRAB PEOPLE 
= AND BRING THEM BACK HERE TO 
EO BE TAKEN TO. OUR AGE! 9 


Pee, 22555 , 
Fm) ; 


LANBLADY, MA 
POTTER, 
SCREAMING £ 





HOLY 
MOLEV ! ONE 
OF THOSE THINGS 
FROM THE TUBE 
HAS GRABBED 
HERS yo 


MAGIC 
LIGHTNIN 
CHAI 
FREDDY INTO 
CAPTAIN 


Yow! PROFESSOR 
EDGEWISE 1S BEING 
KIDNAPPED! 
CAPTAIN MARVELS 


DEAR ME/ WHO 7 THE PROFESSOR 
WAS THAT STRANGE JR A.WAYS GETS 
MAN? AH YES, <@B THINGS A BIT 
MY OLD FRIEND, CONFUSED! BUT 
PROF, SNODGRASS JRO HE ISN'T 
WITH THE BUCK HURT! 
TEETH ! FANCY Hid : _ 
CALLING ON ME IN 

THE MIDDLE OF 

Bm THE NIGHTS 





OF HUM, YOU. 
OOPS! HELL 
BREAK HIS: 


A MAGIC BOLT 

CHANGES MARY 

BATSON To MARY 
MARVEL f 


THIS (1S AN EMERGE! 
THE MARVEL FAMILY TO fs 


mar HANDLE TOGETHER / A 
, 4 


| Sue SuppED AWAY! BUT | 
Nc FoR } 


y” TLL ESSSCARE 
IN THE DARKNESSS 
OUTSSSIDE / _ 


















THE MARVEL FAMILY SOON AN 3 3 
AFTER COMPARING NOTES Ny THE MARVEL 
. AN FAMILY / THANK 
HOW DID THE ONE THAT HEAVEN / THE HISSMEN 
THOSE THINGS GRABBED MARY. DRAGGED DOZENS OF 4 
ea if BATSON WANTED / . PEOPLE INTO THE TUBE 
THE Tul fi 






PAST THROUGH 


AND BACK INTO THE 
: THE ey id 






TIME DOOR ? 
WR HOLY MOLEY/ WE'VE 3 
GOT TO RESCUE y 

THEM / 


i a 


THEY KNOCKED Me OUT 
aur THAT'S THE MOST & | WHEN I TRIED TOSTOP “I me 
THE HORRIBLE PART/ THEM f NOW T DONT WE ARE SSAFE FROM THE 
Tuee FEARING YOU KNOW WHERE THEY me MARVELSSS HERE / NOW 2 
is MARVELS WOULD ¥ | ARE / BUT THEY CAN ! GRAB MORE HUMANSS, } 
GONE! J RETURN TOSNASH HISSMEN / HISSS! ¢ 
THE TUBE, THEY’ ‘ 
if MOVEO Ir 
¢ Away / 
. & ! KNOW WHERE 


; THE TIME TUBE 


a 
4 ar 

















SAFELY HIDDEN FROM THE MARVELS, TH! 
TIME TUBE POURS OUT AN ENDLESS HORDE 
OF HISSMEN TO SEIZE HELPLESS HUMAN 
‘ibe CAPTIVES RIGHT AND LEFT/ WHAT IS THEIR, 
ZB 5 PEPE ings, 8) ey Serie Ree 2 a TERMARNES FAMILY 
ot. May si 2 D CHAPTER TWO 
Zoe he, OS PERIL IN THE PAST/ 


z 





- 
SHOES HELP YOU GO 
SPEED LONGER! + 


GET YouR PF CANVAS 
SHOES TODAY ano see 
FOR YOURSELF HOW THEY HELP: 


oe LESSEN FOOT AND 

668 MUSCLE STRAIN 

an INCREASE ENDURANCE 

«YOU GO FULL SPEED 
LONGER 


Lee Mateo inde cm a en sa ae eer Mota AEE leer eer i] 





MARVEL FAMILY 
F WHO STANDS? I ETHER 
LIE ON THIS HAMMOCK, 
NAN EASY 


re f 
co 


CT6K, 16K) HOW CAN you 
STAND CONG NOTHING 
oR ave 


LRNOWS WHAT } ’ 
T MEANT 1S i Y you 
A 
tes PUE ANE THE 
od. 48 BAP ONES IN 
‘ A GIFFERENT. 


eel WAS BECOMING A NERVOUS 
WRECK MAKING THOSE 


YOU HAD TO PUT THE = wy 
GOOD ORANGES IN ONE ‘ 
PILE AND THE BAD , as ees 


ORANGES IN ANOTHER 
PLE? é 


7h 
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iz.| The Gazabo Gazette#= 


x KK w PCL iy FaGe 1 


HEADLINE HARRY 


LISTEN, HEACLINE HARRY! 


j TAS 
The PERFECT |/ diy eacnee: A 2a OY cup) 


a CAUGHT BY THE POLICE YET! GULP) 
STRATEGY’ Fi neRes your’ cHance 7o WHAT! 2 S-S-SHOULD 
BECOME A HERO AND GET ¥ TTTRY TO C-C-CAPTURE ' 
oo + A SCOOP FOR THE PAPER Ary SHOT-GUN GUNTHER, 


a SAME TIME --GO OuT 
it 




















AND CAPTURE HiM/ 











NO, SIREE! NOTHING = Py weir, Hen .aet your Pf. / 2 
pote! 1M A RepoereR,) f COUSIN. FRANC, THE ef 7 UELCANT « HE 
\ 


NOT 4 DETECTIVE! PRIVATE DETECTIVE, 
as hs . F To HELP you! af 


ND HE WAS SHOT UP! 2 
me! 
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[ne ARE Steen J ERLINE ATSC 
Wad SHOT OPE EY (ANG DarreNer ey 1) Tso. THEY GAVE HIM A TRANSFUSION 


AND HOw! NOW _HE GOES OUT ALL wee HAVEN'T HEARD THE REST 


MOST OF HIS HAIR: WAS. 
DAY CHASING CATS/ ENO oe Hao 


THEY HAD WHAT ANIMALS FUR DID 
SRE Mey Pato TEURYERY TENE Ee 
AN, HIS HEAD? es HAVE TO BURY 


HIS CLOTHES! 











MARVEL FAMILY 


WELL, IT'S FITTING THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE PUT y FORGET ABOUT cD MEN-NO! I DON'T 
SKUNK TUR ON HIS HEAD BECAUSE, AS A 


NOUR COUSIN’ ARE WANT JO SECOME 
| DETECTIVE . HI 


A SHost/ 
SMELLS BAD ay GUNTH 
ANYWAY! A 


THERE ARE! WHAT WAS ep Psa SHi Sorte una aren De eae heel 
EAN ONE | DOING? FALLING, Whoo a 
mines AS, e : BEHIND! ; 
Z east 


Yer! THEN I TURNED AROUND AND Si DOWN A 
BAIR TO MYSELF, "HARRY THaT a Nee f ae 
GHOST ISN'T FOLLOWING YOu rf 

| any More! c 
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-- AND THEN Z'LL DRIVE 
THE OTHER WAY AS FAST. 
AS I CAN! 
CAPTURE SHOT =| AN_AUTO AND You'LL 
SOSH aaa (| MEET 


Nol t'm Just > MEAN 


7 you D 
USING TES’ " STRATEGY"? 


~- ANP ATTACK HIM GARRR) THE BesT stearscy f AIESEEEEE !!! (E@RoAN) 
FROM THE REAR / 1 CAN USE IS TOGET po MY NAME SHOULD Be 
Pits belated & ANOTHER REPORTER PAILY GUN-+ 5 GET 
YOURE FIRED, FIRED EVERY DAY, 





CHARTER TWF 


PERIL IN 
THE PAST 


Be NIGHT 1S FILLED ; « 

WITH NIGHTMARE, AS 7 ' WEILL GET 
THE RUTHLESS HISSMEN MORE --- MORE’: 
STRIKE FAR AND WIDE, : { MORE! 4/55- 
DRAGGING COUNTLESS: = , S55S5/ 
VICTIMS BACK THROUGH 

THEIR TME TUBE TO 

PREHISTORIC TIMES / 

WHAT SHUDDERY FATE. 

AWAITS THEN THERE IN 

THE MERCILESS HANDS 

OF THE REPTILIAN 

FUENDS 7 


MARY, YOU SEARCH EVERY INCH OF 
GROUND FOR MILES AROUND / JUNIOR, OWE OF US Se 
CAPTURE THE FIRST HISSMAN YOU OUGHT TO SUCCEED! 7 
CAN FIND AND MAKE HIM TALK/ 4 NOW GET GOING! © 
TLL WORK WITH DEXTER ON A TIME 1S 
DETECTION Device / Precious! 
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MARY MARVEL RANGES FAR AND WIDE IN HAWK-LIKE SEARCH! 
4 THERE ARE A 


COUPLE NOWS 


BY FLYING 
IN WIDENING 
CIRCLES, SOONER OR 
LATER T SHOULD SPOT 
SOME HISSMEN LEAVING FLYING PEOPLES 
OR APPROACHING THE SSHE/S SEEN i 
TIME TUBE / usss / 


‘y 
kissss/ 
ONE OF THOSE 


— ~ 
NOT SO FAST, 
UGLY! YOURE 
GOING 70 LEAD 
ME 70 THE TIME 


THE FANATICAL 
REPTILIAN 
MONSTERS HAVE 
Ver chee 
WA’ f SALING KULLED 
INFORMATION / WIMSELEL 
WHAT 
FANATICS £ 


OH NO, HE ISNT E 
WE HAVE ORDERSS 
70 Kil, EACH 
OTHER FIRSST, 








YOU'RE HELPLESS IN My 
GRIP! NOW TALK / TELL ME 
WHERE THE TIME TUBE 
iS HIDDEN, OR 


MARVEL FAMILY 


HISsss/ 
TLL NEVER TELL! 
ONE OF MY TEETH 
ISS A SSMALL 


BOMB! WHEN T 


SSNAP MY 


ALL THE WHILE, GRIM NEWS REPORTS KEEP 
COMING IN 70 A SHOCKED WORLD ! 


THIS (S.A MIGHT OF HORBOR ! ANOTHER 
BULLETIN, LALYES AND GENTLEMEN f 
TWENTY-/IVE MORE PEOPLE SNATCHED 
FROM THEIR HOMES BY THESE HORRIBLE 


IS DONE! WEVE 


" GOT A DETECTOR HERE 


THAT COULD FIND THE 


TIME TUBE ON THE 
CREATURES! THE TOLL HAS WOW a 
REACHED A THOUSAND! MANY OF 
THe REPTILES HAVE BEEN 
me AULLE BUT MORE KEEP 
COMINGS 





iit ane 


IT WORKS! THAT SPARK 
ARROW POINTS TOWARD THE 
HIDDEN TUSE/ COME 

ON, DEXTER / 


WELL ROUND UP 
MARY AND JUMOR AND 
ATTACK AT THE THE 

TUBES [FS ALMOST 
DAWN S 








THAT MUST BE 
THE PLAGE! LOOK 
AT ALL THE, 
MISSMENS 


& 
QUIEKS INTO. 
THE TINE TUBE! WE & 
» WILL ESSCAPE INTO] 
THE PASSST /, 


BUT THE MARVELG MEET 
A BAFFLING SURPRISE / 








— 
GOLLY, WE JUST 
* CAME QUT THE BACK 
END OF THE TUBE / 
WHY DIDN'T iT. 
WORK ON US ? 








NOTHING 
HAPPENED! 

WE DIDN'T GO 
» INTO THE 
PAST / 


MARVEL FAMILY 


MISSMENS THEVRE 
TOO POWEREUL ¢ 


WELL CHASE THESE 
MONSTERS RIGHT BACK 
INTO THELE OWN 
FAST AGES 


= rh 
p COME OW, KIDS! | 


WE FORGOT! NOTHING 

IN THE UNIVERSE 

CAN KARM OR EVEN 
AFFECT US/ WHATEVER « 
STRANGE FORCE THEY 
USE TO PENETRATE TIME, 
W DOESN'T On E 


HAM, THATS 
RIGHT! WE 
CAN'T REACH 
THE PAST 
THROUGH 
THEIR TIME 
DOOR / gf 
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NO, WE CAN‘T--- P MAGIC LIGHTNING | | THE THREE YOUNGSTERS BRAVELY CARRY 
BUT THE KIDS CAN! CASCADES DOWN, | | ON WHERE THE MARVEL FAMILY LEFT OFF / 
MARVELS BACK TO ian y 


YOU STAY BEHINI 
AND KEEP GUARD, 
DEXTER / THIS IS A 


GOT TO TACKLE IT 
ALONE 


HERE WE GO is 
KIDS! WHEN We My) T CAN'T FREL 2 
COME OUT THE OTHER : @ ANYTHING! I WONDER / Sees 
END WELL BE A fi } IF THE TUBE IS 8 
MILLION YEARS IN ji / i WORKING 7 
THE PAST! } J Ie 


roy 
D HERE WE ARE / J G-GOLLY/ ARE @f YE5ES, HUMAN 
IT WORKED ALL Yg WE REALLY IN THE Jima BRATSS! WELCOME 
| 70 THE AGE OF THE 
o HMISMEN f 


N 











MARVEL FAMILY 


MORE CAPTIVESS ! WE CAN SSTART 
WE HAVE ENOUGH ITH THESE HUMAN 
HUMANSS NOW TO. 

MAKE AN ARMY OF 

HISSMEN / 


ae, 
Be HISSS! Som 
P THE HISSMAKER 
MACHINE WILL REFORM 
THEIR, HUMAN 
BODIESS / 







‘ 





ALL, AS THEY 
TO SPEAK HUMAN 
wit! 


H THEIR. REPTILIAN 
TONGUES .. 


IT WON'T WoRK/ * 
LIKE THE HISSMEN, WE 
SPEAK WITH HORRIBLE 
HISSING ACCENTS! THE 
WORDS WON‘T COME Ours 
WE'RE TRAPPED! 











THE THREE YOUNGSTERS STARE IN CRAWLING 
HORROR AT EACH OTHER, FOR THE DIABOLICAL 
MACHINE HAS CHANGED THEM INTO REPTILES / 


SSSSAPSAIV 
SMaRyvtsH. 


GUANGED 70 HISSING HORRORS, THE 
THREE YOUNGSTERS ARE HELPLESS CAPTIVES. 
OF THE HISSMEN OF A MILLION YEARS AGO! 
WHAT WILL BE THEIR HORRIBLE FATE 
BEAD CHAPTER THREE ~~ 
THE BATTLE OF THE CROSSROADS! 










ASON THO: door of hia 
isolated house and regarded the panting, 
frightened man on the doorstep. 

“Ruff Hilton?” Thorne asked sharply. 

Hilton nodded and came inside quickly, while 
Thorns shut the door. Hilton placed his suit- 
case on the floor. 

Thorne amiled thinly. “You act sa though 
the police were after yout” he ssid. 

“They are,” Hilton eaid, lipe trembling. “I 
haysn't reported yet on my parole.” 

Thorne shrugged. “That’a no business of 
mine,” hs said, “Though if they get you, it's a 
year extra.” He threw Hilton a narrow glance. 
“You weren’t trailed, were you?” 

Hilton shook his head in the negative. 

“All right,” Thorne eaid briefly. “Max recom 
manded you to me. I can use your akill as a 
forger. Obviously you can use the money I'll 
pay you. In fact, if you want me to, I'll arrange 
for a plans to Mexico immediately. We'll tsks 
the ticket money out of the thousand dollars 
I promised.” 

Hilton nodded and Thorns led him Into his 
study. 

“My problem Ia esasntially a simple one,” 
‘Thorns said. He indicated a stack of half a 
dozen paintings leaning against a bookcass. 
“These paintings are by the well-known artist 
Chad Turner who was killed in that plane crash 
a few years sgo.” 

Hilton had calmed down, He regarded the 
paintings kesnly. "You own them, don’t your* 
ha asked. 

Thorne smiled. “I acquired them, shall we 
say, from a person who hsd no idea of their 
value.” 

“Then what do you need me for?” Hilton 
enked suspiciously. 

Thorne aighed, “Unfortunately, Turner did 
not aign these paintings. They were the last 
aix or go that he did and are undoubtedly authen- 
tie. But they're not worth aelling without ths 
signature. That's where you come in, Hilton. 
Max told me you were a wizard with paints and 
ink, Can you duplicate the color on a signsture 







THE SURE HAND 


By John Martin 


HAND ae 
ce 


ee 
of Turnet’s authentic psinting here 
—asigned. Fortunstely, Turner always used & 
dark gray for his signatures.” 

Hilton indicated hia suitcase back in the hall, 
“I've got all my materials in there,” he said, 
“It'll be easy to do it, I've got a sure hand, Mr. 
Thorne.” 

Thorne smiled. “Not quits sure enough to 
keep you out of a five-year stretch, as Max told 
me,” he said. 

Hilton fushed, His mouth contracted in bit- 
terness. “Everyone can get catight once. But 
I'm smarter now. I'm getting out—after this 
job. Before we start, Mr. Thorne, how about 
making that plane arrangement?” 

Thorne picked up the phone and contacted 
the city airfield. After obtsining a place for 
Hilton on a Mexico-bound plane, he put tha 
phone down, saw Hilton examining the paint- 
ings critically. 

“What sre they worth, Thorne?’ Hilton 
asked. 

“Without the signature only a few hundred, 
but with thé signature, roughly twenty thousand 
apiece!" Thorne said. 

Hilton's eyes widened, "And you're only pay- 
Ing ma a lousy grand?” he demanded. 

Thorne picked up the phone, grinning. “Max 
told me he had other experts he could recom- 
mend. They'd be glad to make s ‘lousy grand.’ 
Shall I cancel the plane reservation, Hilton— 
and then phone Max for another forger? As I 
remember, you were careless enough to violats 
your parole...” 

Hilton glared at him, then the hatred died 
out of his eyes sbruptly. 

“Shall we get to work then?” Thorne sug- 
gested. “Now there's one thing about Tur- 
ner'e..” 

“Wait a minute,” Hilton said. “Tl bring in 
my suitcase.” 

But he came back empty-handed except for 
® gun, 

“As I was saying,” Thorne resumed from be- 
hind his desk where he'd sested himself. “There's 
ene...* Then he saw the gun levelled at him, 
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Hia teeth chattered. “Hilton, you fool!” he 
burst, out. “Put that gun down! Ill...” 

Then the gun barked—twice! Thorns, atrug- 
gling up, fell baek in his chair, dead, shot be- 
tween the eyes! 

It was only the work of minutes for Hilton 
to carry the body to the cellar, stuff it in a eoal 
bin and return, He cleaned up the traces of 
blood and then opened a phone directory, Obvi- 
ously, from what Max had told him of Thorne's 
dealings in stolen art, Thorne must have ¢on- 
ducted his previous business entirely with 
crooked fences, But, as Thorne had said him- 
self, the unsigned Turners weren't stolen. 
Therefore he'd be able to deal with an authentic 
ast firm, which would be better in any case, 
since a fence always gave much less than ths 
real value of the stolen goods. 

Twenty thousand apiece, Hilton. thought as 
he looked up the name of a well-known art 
dealer. Roughly a hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, counting the one Turner had already 
signed. He selected a name, got on the phone, 
representing himself as Mr. Jason Thorne and 
made an appomtment for the next day at noon. 
Over ths phone the art dealer told him that, 
should the paintings turn out to be genuine, the 
purchase could be concluded immediately. A bill 

" of sale from the previous owner would be rs- 
quired of course. 

After hanging up and attending to postpon- 
ing his departure by plane for two days, Hilton 
went through Thorne's papers, finding ths bill 
of sale. He knew he'd have no difficulty cashing 
any check made out to Thorne. From signatures 
of Thorne’s Hilton found in his private papers, 
he took several specimens, Then, rapidly, he set 
to work forging the signatures on the unsigned 
Chad Turner paintings. 

In the morning Hilton piled the paintings into 
Thorne's car, drove to the art firm, He knew 
some risk was involved, but the reward for the 
tisk was worth it. Once the paintings were sold 
and the cash in his pocket, freedom and Mexico 
were only houra away, 

Mr. Hickam, the art dealer, glanced carefuiiy 
over the paintings. Hilton watched him appre- 
hensively, masking his nervousness. 

“So far as the art work itself 1s concerned, 
Mr. Thorne,” Hickam said finslly to Hilton, 
“these may be genuine Turners, But I'll have 
an expert on my staf check the signstures. If 


they'ra authsntic, you can have my check for 
one hundred fifty thousand dollars in an hour.” 
Hickam had the paintings taken out, while Hil- 
ton waited alone in Hickam’s office. A glow of 
satisfaetion suffused the forger. The bill of sale 
from the previous owner had satisfied Hickam. 
And now he'd promised his check if ths signa 
tures were genuins. 

The door opened and Hickam came back, 
Hilton went pals as he saw the police officer 
come in, following Hickam. a 

“There's some irregularity about your paint 
ings, Mr. Thorne,” Hickam said. "And with so 
much money involved, I thought it advisable 
to bring in the police-—as protection to both of 
tus, of course, You see, you personally claimed 
these signatures to be authentic—but since my 
experts say they're frauds...” 

“Frauds?” Hilton echoed, horrified. Es 
awayed, suddenly faint. 

“Frauds,” Hickam repeated. “Every signaturs 
on those Turners of yours was different—as 
they would be, normally, But, on authentic 
Turners, the signatures are always identical! 
Turner, for some superstitious reason would 
never sign his own name, so he had a signature 
made by a dealer friend, cut on a stamp, and 
then registered with the patent office. He ap- 
plied it to his paints after they'd dried. \Of 
course, the paints match on your paintings, Mr. 
Thorns. Whoever perpetrated the fraud was a 
genius. But he didn’t know the signatures had 
to be exactly alike, so he varied them. Hickam 
glanced at the paintings. “Apparently Turner 
died before he could fix his signature on his 
last paintings. Whoever inherited them couldn’t 
have used his stamp signature because that 
would have been a form of forgery with Turner 
dead!” 


HW" glanced narrowly at Hilton, “In 
a case like this, with fraud involved, it 
passes by law into the hands of the police. The 
polics think they can find aome clue in your 
papers, Mr. Thorns. For everyons'a protection, 
naturally,” he repeated, coughing apologetically. 

Helplessly, Hilton walked out with tha cop, 
wondering how it was going to feel dying in 
the hot seat—as the executioner's surs hand 
pulled the switch! 


THE END 
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